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Leader: Through the prayers of our holy 

fathers, Oh Lord Jesus Christ, Have mercy 

upon us and save us. Amen. 

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of 

Truth, Who art everywhere and fillest all things; 

Treasury of Blessings, and Giver of Life - come 

and abide in us, and cleanse us from every 

impurity, and save our souls, O Good One. 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 

mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, 

cleanse us from our sins. O Master, pardon our 

transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 

infirmities, for Thy names sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. 

Choir: Amen. 

Reader: Come, let us worship and fall down 

before God our King. 

Come, let us worship and fall down before 

Christ, our King and our God. 

Come, let us worship and fall down before 

Christ Himself, our King and our God. 

 

PSALM 19 

Reader: The Lord hear thee in the day of 

affliction; the name of the God of Jacob defend 

thee. Let Him send forth unto thee help from 

His sanctuary, and out of Zion let Him help 

thee. Let Him remember every sacrifice of thine, 

and thy whole-burnt offering let Him fatten. 

The Lord grant thee according to thy heart, and 

fulfill all thy purposes. We will rejoice in Thy 

salvation, and in the Name of the Lord our God 

shall we be magnified. The Lord fulfill all thy 

requests. Now have I known that the Lord hath 

saved His anointed one; He will hearken unto 

him out of His holy Heaven; in mighty deeds is 

the salvation of His right hand. Some trust in 

chariots, and some in horses, but we will call 

upon the Name of the Lord our God. They have 

been fettered and have fallen, but we are risen 

and are set upright. O Lord, save the king, and 

hearken unto us in the day when we call upon 

Thee. 

PSALM 20 

Reader: O Lord, in Thy strength the king shall 

be glad, and in Thy salvation shall he rejoice 

exceedingly. The desire of his heart hast Thou 

granted unto him, and hast not denied him the 

requests of his lips. Thou wentest before him 

with the blessings of goodness, Thou hast set 

upon his head a crown of precious stone. He 

asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest him length 

of days unto ages of ages. Great is his glory in 

Thy salvation; glory and majesty shalt Thou lay 

upon him. For Thou shalt give him blessing 

forever and ever, Thou shalt gladden him in joy 

with Thy countenance. For the king hopeth in 

the Lord, and through the mercy of the Most 

High shall he not be shaken. Let Thy hand be 

found on all Thine enemies; let Thy right hand 

find all that hate Thee. For Thou wilt make 

them as an oven of fire in the time of Thy 



 

 

presence; the Lord in His wrath will trouble 

them sorely and fire shall devour them. Their 

fruit wilt Thou destroy from the earth, and their 

seed from the sons of men. For they have 

intended evil against Thee, they have devised 

counsels which they shall not be able to 

establish. For Thou shalt make them turn their 

backs; among those that are Thy remnant, Thou 

shalt make ready their countenance. Be Thou 

exalted, O Lord, in Thy strength; we will sing 

and chant of Thy mighty acts. 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 

mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, 

cleanse us from our sins. O Master, pardon our 

transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 

infirmities, for Thy names sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. 

Choir: Amen. 

O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine 

inheritance, granting to Thy people victory over 

all their enemies, and by the power of Thy Cross 

preserving Thy commonwealth. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

Do Thou, Who of Thine own good will wast 

lifted up upon the Cross, O Christ our God, 

bestow Thy bounties upon the new Nation 

which is called by Thy Name; make glad in Thy 

might those who lawfully govern, that with 

them we may be led to victory over our 

adversaries, having in Thine aid a weapon of 

peace and a trophy invincible. 

Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

O Champion dread, who cannot be put to 

confusion, despise not our petitions, O Good 

and All-praised Theotokos; establish the way of 

the Orthodox; save those who have been called 

upon to govern us, leading us to that victory 

which is from heaven, for thou art she who gave 

birth to God, and alone are blessed. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (twelve times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Reader: Amen. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

and good will toward men. (THRICE) 

O Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall 

show forth Thy praise. (TWICE) 

 

PSALM 3 

ord, how are they increased that trouble me! 

Many are they that rise up against me. Many 

there be which say of my soul, There is no help 

for him in God. But Thou, O Lord, art a shield 

for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head. 

I cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He 

heard me out of His holy hill. I laid me down 

and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me. I 
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will not be afraid of ten thousands of people 

that have set themselves against me round 

about. Arise, O Lord; save me, O my God: for 

Thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the 

cheek bone; Thou hast broken the teeth of the 

ungodly. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord: 

Thy blessing is upon Thy people. 

I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord 

sustained me. 

PSALM 38 

 Lord, rebuke me not in Thy wrath: neither 

chasten me in Thy hot displeasure. For Thine 

arrows stick fast in me, and Thy hand presseth 

me sore. There is no soundness in my flesh 

because of Thine anger; neither is there any rest 

in my bones because of my sin. For mine 

iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy 

burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds 

stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. 

I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go 

mourning all the day long. For my loins are 

filled with a loathsome disease: and there is no 

soundness in my flesh. I am feeble and sore 

broken: I have roared by reason of the 

disquietness of my heart. Lord, all my desire is 

before Thee; and my groaning is not hid from 

Thee. My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: 

as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from 

me. My lovers and my friends stand aloof from 

my sore; and my kinsmen stand afar off. They 

also that seek after my life lay snares for me: 

and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous 

things, and imagine deceits all the day long. But 

I, as a deaf man, heard not; and I was as a dumb 

man that openeth not his mouth. Thus I was as 

a man that heareth not, and in whose mouth 

are no reproofs. For in Thee, O Lord, do I hope: 

Thou wilt hear, O Lord my God. For I said, Hear 

me, lest otherwise they should rejoice over me: 

when my foot slippeth, they magnify themselves 

against me. For I am ready to halt, and my 

sorrow is continually before me. For I will 

declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin. 

But mine enemies are lively, and they are 

strong: and they that hate me wrongfully are 

multiplied. They also that render evil for good 

are mine adversaries; because I follow the thing 

that good is. Forsake me not, O Lord: O my 

God, be not far from me. Make haste to help 

me, O Lord my salvation. 

Forsake me not, O Lord: O my God, be not far 

from me. Make haste to help me, O Lord my 

salvation. 

PSALM 63 

 God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee: 

my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for 

Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water 

is; To see Thy power and Thy glory, so as I have 

seen Thee in the sanctuary. Because Thy 

lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall 

praise Thee. Thus will I bless Thee while I live: I 

will lift up my hands in Thy name. My soul shall 

be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my 

mouth shall praise Thee with joyful lips: When I 

remember Thee upon my bed, and meditate on 

Thee in the night watches. Because Thou hast 

been my help, therefore in the shadow of Thy 

wings will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard after 

Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth me. But those 

that seek after my soul, to destroy it, shall go 

into the lower parts of the earth. They shall fall 

by the sword: they shall be a portion for foxes. 

But the king shall rejoice in God; every one that 

sweareth by Him shall glory: but the mouth of 

them that speak lies shall be stopped. I meditate 

on Thee in the night watches: Because Thou 

hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of 

Thy wings will I rejoice. My soul followeth hard 

after Thee: Thy right hand upholdeth me. 
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O 

God. (THRICE) 

Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

PSALM 88 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

 Lord God of my salvation, I have cried day 

and night before Thee: Let my prayer come 

before Thee: incline Thine ear unto my cry; for 

my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth 

nigh unto the grave. I am counted with them 

that go down into the pit: I am as a man that 

hath no strength: Free among the dead, like the 

slain that lie in the grave, whom Thou 

rememberest no more: and they are cut off from 

Thy hand. Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, 

in darkness, in the deeps. Thy wrath lieth hard 

upon me, and Thou hast afflicted me with all 

Thy waves. Thou hast put away mine 

acquaintance far from me; Thou hast made me 

an abomination unto them: I am shut up, and I 

cannot come forth. Mine eye mourneth by 

reason of affliction: Lord, I have called daily 

upon Thee, I have stretched out my hands unto 

Thee. Wilt Thou show wonders to the dead? 

Shall the dead arise and praise Thee? Shall Thy 

lovingkindness be declared in the grave? Or Thy 

faithfulness in destruction? Shall Thy wonders 

be known in the dark? And Thy righteousness 

in the land of forgetfulness? But unto Thee have 

I cried, O Lord; and in the morning shall my 

prayer come before Thee. Lord, why castest 

Thou off my soul? Why hidest Thou Thy face 

from me? I am afflicted and ready to die from 

my youth up: while I suffer Thy terrors I am 

distracted. Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; Thy 

terrors have cut me off. They came round about 

me daily like water; they compassed me about 

together. Lover and friend hast Thou put far 

from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness. 

O Lord God of my salvation, I have cried day 

and night before Thee: 

Let my prayer come before Thee: incline Thine 

ear unto my cry. 

PSALM 103 

less the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within 

me, bless His holy name. Bless the Lord, O my 

soul, and forget not all His benefits: Who 

forgiveth all thine iniquities; Who healeth all 

thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from 

destruction; Who crowneth thee with 

lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who 

satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that 

thy youth is renewed like the eagle's. The Lord 

executeth righteousness and judgment for all 

that are oppressed. He made known His ways 

unto Moses, His acts unto the children of Israel. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and plenteous in mercy. He hath not 

dealt with us after our sins, nor rewarded us 

according to our iniquities. For as the heaven is 

high above the earth, so great is His mercy 

toward them that fear Him. As far as the east is 

from the west, so far hath He removed our 

transgressions from us. Like as a father pitieth 

his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear 

Him. For He knoweth our frame; He 

remembereth that we are dust. As for man, his 

days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he 

flourisheth. For the wind passeth over it, and it 

is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no 

more. But the mercy of the Lord is from 

everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear 

Him, and His righteousness unto children's 
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children; to such as keep His covenant, and to 

those that remember His commandments to do 

them. The Lord hath prepared His throne in the 

heavens; and His kingdom ruleth over all. Bless 

the Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, 

that do His commandments, hearkening unto 

the voice of His word. Bless ye the Lord, all ye 

His hosts; ye ministers of His, that do His 

pleasure. Bless the Lord, all His works in all 

places of His dominion: bless the Lord, O my 

soul. 

In all places of His dominion: bless the Lord, O 

my soul. 

PSALM 143 

ear my prayer, O Lord, give ear to my 

supplications: in Thy faithfulness answer me, 

and in Thy righteousness. And enter not into 

judgment with Thy servant: for in Thy sight 

shall no man living be justified. For the enemy 

hath persecuted my soul; he hath smitten my 

life down to the ground; he hath made me to 

dwell in darkness, as those that have been long 

dead. Therefore is my spirit overwhelmed 

within me; my heart within me is desolate. I 

remember the days of old; I meditate on all Thy 

works; I muse on the work of Thy hands. I 

stretch forth my hands unto Thee: my soul 

thirsteth after Thee, as a thirsty land. Hear me 

speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide not Thy 

face from me, lest I be like unto them that go 

down into the pit. Cause me to hear Thy 

lovingkindness in the morning; for in Thee do I 

trust: cause me to know the way wherein I 

should walk; for I lift up my soul unto Thee. 

Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee 

unto Thee to hide me. Teach me to do Thy will; 

for Thou art my God: Thy spirit is good; lead me 

into the land of uprightness. Quicken me, O 

Lord, for Thy name's sake: for Thy 

righteousness' sake bring my soul out of 

trouble. And of Thy mercy cut off mine 

enemies, and destroy all them that afflict my 

soul: for I am Thy servant. O Lord, give ear to 

my supplications: and enter not into judgment 

with Thy servant. O Lord, give ear to my 

supplications: and enter not into judgment with 

Thy servant. 

Thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of 

uprightness. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O 

God. (THRICE) 

Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

O our God and our Hope, Glory to thee. 

 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (40 times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Choir: Amen. 

“GOD IS THE LORD” IN TONE II 

Choir: God is the Lord and hath appeared unto 

us. Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of 

the Lord. 

Verse 1. O give thanks unto the Lord and call 

upon His Holy Name. (Refrain) 

Verse 2. All nations compassed me about: but in 

the Name of the Lord will I destroy them. 

(Refrain) 

Verse 3. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous 

in our eyes. (Refrain) 

Troparia in Tone II 
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The Noble Joseph, when he had taken down 

thine immaculate body from the tree, wrapped 

it in a clean linen cloth with spices, and 

sorrowing placed it in a new tomb. 

Troparion of the Resurrection 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

When thou, O immortal life, went down to 

death, thou didst destroy death by the dazzling 

of thy Divinity. And when thou raised the dead 

from the underworld, all the powers of heaven 

cried aloud: O Christ our God, Giver of life, 

Glory to thee. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

The angel stood by the tomb and cried aloud to 

the ointment-bearing women: Myrrh is proper 

for the dead, but Christ has shown himself a 

stranger to corruption. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (12 times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Choir: Amen. 

THE KATHISMATA (SESSIONAL HYMNS) 

TONE I 

Joseph asked Pilate for thy Holy Body; he 

anointed it with majestic aromatic ointment, 

wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a new 

tomb. There the ointment-bearing women, 

rising early in the morning, cried aloud: O 

Christ, show to us thy Resurrection, as thou 

hast foretold us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

The Choirs of Angels were dazzled when they 

saw the immortal One, who is in the Father’s 

bosom, lying in the tomb like a dead man. The 

orders of the angels surround him and glorify 

him while he is the dead in Hades: For he is 

Creator and Lord. 

PSALM 50 

Reader: Have mercy upon me, O God, according 

to Thy great mercy; According to the multitude 

of Thy tender mercies, blot out mine iniquity. 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge 

mine iniquity, and my sin is ever before me. 

Against Thee only have I sinned and done evil 

in Thy sight. That Thou mightest be justified in 

Thy words and prevail when Thou art judged. 

For behold, I was shaped in iniquity, and in sin 

did my mother conceive me. For behold, Thou 

hast loved truth; the unclear and hidden things 

of Thy wisdom Thou hast made clear to me. 

Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall 

be clean; Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow. Thou shalt make me to hear 

joy and gladness; the bones which Thou hast 

broken shall rejoice.  

Turn away Thy face from my sins, and blot out 

all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O 

God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast 

me not away from Thy presence, and take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the 

joy of Thy salvation, and steady me with a 

guiding spirit. Then will I teach transgressors 

Thy ways, and the impious shall be converted 

unto thee. Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O 

God, Thou God of my salvation; and my tongue 

shall sing aloud of Thy righteousness. O Lord, 

open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall declare 

Thy praise.  



 

 

For hadst Thou desired sacrifice, I would have 

given it Thee; Thou delightest not in burnt 

offerings. Sacrifices to God are a contrite spirit; 

a contrite and humble heart, O God, Thou wilt 

not despise. Do good, O Lord, in Thy good will 

unto Zion, that the walls of Jerusalem may be 

built up. Then shalt Thou be pleased with the 

sacrifice of righteousness, with burnt offering 

and whole burnt offerings. Then shall they offer 

bullocks upon Thine altar. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (12 times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Choir: Amen. 

THE CANON OF GREAT SATURDAY 

 TONE VI 

ODE I 

Irmos: The children of those who were once 

saved concealed under ground the One who all 

that time had been concealing the persecuting 

tyrant under the waves of the sea: So, let us sing 

to the Lord like the young men, for he is greatly 

glorified. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

O Lord my God, I will sing to thee a funeral and 

burial hymn, for by thy burial, thou hast opened 

the gates of life, and by thy death thou hast 

destroyed death and Hades. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

O my Savior, all the heavenly and earthly38 

things shook at thy death, as they saw thee on 

thy throne on high and in the grave below. For 

beyond understanding, thou wast seen to be the 

One who gives life though dead. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

To fill all things with thy glory, thou hast 

descended into the lowest part of the earth, for 

my original nature, as it existed in Adam, has 

not been hidden from thee. Even though thou 

wast buried in the tomb, thou made me, the 

perishable human, a new creation, O Lover of 

mankind. 

Katavasia: The children of those who were 

once saved concealed under ground the One 

who all that time had been concealing the 

persecuting tyrant under the waves of the sea: 

So, let us sing to the Lord like the young men, 

for he is greatly glorified. 

ODE III 

Irmos: When the creation saw thee, who by thy 

own will hung the whole creation upon the 

waters, hanging in Golgotha, it was seized with 

great wonder, and cried aloud: None is holy but 

thee, O Lord. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

O Master, thou hast revealed the marks of thy 

burial in a multitude of appearances; now thou 

hast shown thy hidden secrets in as God- man 

to those who are in Hades, who cry aloud: None 

is holy but thee, O Lord. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

Thou hast stretched out thy hands and untied 

all that had been divided. Wrapped in linen 

cloth, O Savior, and buried in a tomb, thou hast 

set free the prisoners who cry aloud: None is 

holy but thee, O Lord. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 



 

 

By thine own will, a grave and seals have 

enclosed thee, O infinite One; but thou didst 

reveal thy power divinely, power in thy actions 

to those who sing: None is holy but thee, O 

Lord 

Katavasia: When the creation saw thee, who by 

thine own will hung the whole creation upon 

the waters, hanging in Golgotha, it was seized 

with great wonder, crying aloud: None is holy 

but thee, O Lord. 

KATHISMATA - TONE I 

O Savior, the soldiers guarding thy tomb 

became as dead men from the lightning 

appearance of the angel, proclaiming the 

Resurrection to the women. We glorify thee the 

despoiler of corruption, and unto thee we fall 

down, risen from the tomb, and our only God. 

ODE IV 

Irmos: When he foresaw thee emptying thyself 

upon the Cross, Habakkuk was dazzled as he 

cried: “Thou hast cut short the might of the 

powerful,”44 O gracious and almighty Lord, who 

preached salvation to those in Hades. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

Today, thou hast made holy the seventh day, 

which thou blessed before resting from thy 

works. For thou createst all things and makest 

them new, taking rest on the Sabbath, my 

Savior, and restoring them once more. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

O Word, thou hast gained victory by thy 

almighty strength; thy soul was separated from 

thy body, yet by thy dominion, thou burstest 

the bonds of death and Hades. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

Hades was embittered when it encountered 

thee,45 O Word, for it saw a mortal deified, 

marked by wounds, yet all-powerful; it shrank 

back in terror at this sight. 

Katavasia: When he foresaw thee emptying 

thyself upon the Cross, Habakkuk was dazzled 

as he cried: “Thou hast cut short the might of 

the powerful,”44 O gracious and almighty Lord, 

who preached salvation to those in Hades. 

ODE V 

Irmos: O Christ, when Isaiah came early in the 

morning, he saw the never-setting light, the 

light of divine manifestation, that appeared to 

us through thy tender mercy. He cried aloud: 

The dead shall live, and the dwellers in the 

tomb shall rise, and all those who live on earth 

will sing for joy. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

O Creator, when thou wast enrolled among the 

mortals, thou madest them new. O Word, the 

linen cloth and the tomb point to the mystery 

that is within thee. For the respected council 

member of the sanhadrin48 fulfills the will of thy 

Father, who has gloriously made me new in 

thee. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

O Master, by thy death thou transformest 

mortality, and by thy burial, corruption. As as 

befits God, thou renderest immortal and 

incorruptible the nature thou assumed. But thy 

flesh did not see decay, nor was thy soul, as that 

of a stranger, left in Hades. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

Coming from a birth without travail, and 

pierced in thy side with a spear, O my Creator, 

thou accomplished the recreation of Eve. 



 

 

Becoming Adam, thou fell asleep in a manner 

transcending nature, producing life and raising 

it from sleep and corruption, for thou art the 

Almighty One. 

Katavasia: O Christ, when Isaiah came early in 

the morning, he saw the never-setting light, the 

light of divine manifestation, that appeared to 

us through thy tender mercy. He cried aloud: 

The dead shall live, and the dwellers in the 

tomb shall rise, and all those who live on earth 

will sing for joy. 

ODE VI 

Irmos: Jonah was enclosed, but not held fast in 

the belly of the whale; for as prefiguring thee, 

who hast suffered and wast buried in the tomb, 

he sprung up from the beast as from a bridal 

chamber, and he called out to the guard: O 

guards, you guard in vain, for you have forsaken 

your own mercy. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

O Word, thou wast slain but not separated from 

the flesh thou didst share with us. For though 

thy temple was destroyed at the time of thy 

Passion, the Person of thy Godhead and of thy 

flesh remains but One: in both thou art one 

Son, the Word of God, both God and Man. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

The sin of Adam caused the death of man, but 

not the death of God, for though the earthly 

essence of thy flesh suffered, thy Godhead 

remained without suffering. Thou hast 

transformed that which was corruptible to 

incorruption, and revealed the fountain of life 

by thy Resurrection. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

Hades rules over our mortal race, but not 

forever. Laid in the tomb, O Mighty One, with 

thy life-giving hand thou hast destroyed the 

bars of death. As the first born who rose from 

the dead, thou hast proclaimed true 

redemption, O Savior, to those who throughout 

the ages slept in the tombs. 

Katavasia: Jonah was enclosed, but not held 

fast in the belly of the whale; for as prefiguring 

thee, who hast suffered and wast buried in the 

tomb, he sprung up from the beast as from a 

bridal chamber, and he called out to the guard: 

O guards, you guard in vain, for you have 

forsaken your own mercy. 

KONTAKION AND OIKOS FOR GREAT AND 

HOLY SATURDAY (PLAIN READING) 

The immortal One, who closed the abyss,50 is 

seen dead and wrapped in linen cloth with 

spices and laid in the tomb as mortal. The 

women come to anoint him with ointment, 

weeping bitterly and crying aloud: This is the 

Sabbath which is blessed above all, for Christ, 

having fallen asleep, will rise on the third day. 

OIKOS: He who rules over all things was lifted 

up on the Cross. The whole creation weeps to 

see him hanging naked on the Cross. The sun 

hid its rays and the stars lost their brightness; 

the earth shook in great fear, the sea fled and 

the rocks were torn, and many graves were 

opened and the bodies of the saints rose. Hades 

groaned below, and the Jews spread false tidings 

against Christ’s Resurrection. But the women 

cried aloud: This is the Sabbath which is blessed 

above all, for Christ, having fallen asleep, will 

rise on the third day. 

THE SYNAXARION (PLAIN READING) 

On Great and Holy Saturday, we commemorate 

the burial of the Divine Body and the descent of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to Hades, 



 

 

through which he called up the human race 

from corruption, granting it the privilege of 

entering eternal life. 

Therefore, by thine inexpressible condescension, 

O Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 

ODE VII 

Irmos: O Inexpressible wonder! For he is laid as 

dead without breath in the grave for our 

salvation, who delivered from the fiery furnace 

the godly Children, who sang: Blessed art thou, 

O God our Deliverer. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

When Hades was consumed by divine fire, it 

was pierced in the heart and groaned, receiving 

the One who was pierced in his side by the 

spear for the salvation of us who sing: Blessed 

art thou, O God our Deliverer. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

O Blessed tomb! It received within itself the 

Creator, as if sleeping, and it became a divine 

treasury of life, for the salvation of us who sing: 

Blessed art thou, O God our Deliverer. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

The Life of all submits to being laid in the tomb, 

according to the law of the dead, and he makes 

it a source of resurrection for the salvation of us 

who sing: Blessed art thou, O God our Deliverer. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

In Hades and in the tomb and in Eden, the 

divinity of Christ was indivisibly united with the 

Father and the Spirit, for the salvation of us who 

sing: Blessed art thou, O God our Deliverer. 

Katavasia: O Inexpressible wonder! For he is 

laid as dead without breath in the grave for our 

salvation, who delivered from the fiery furnace 

the godly Children, who sang: Blessed art thou, 

O God our Deliverer. 

ODE VIII 

Irmos: O heavens, be appalled! Be astonished! 

Let the foundations of the earth be shaken. For 

he who dwells on high is reckoned among the 

dead, lodging as a stranger in a narrow tomb. 

Children bless him, priests praise him, and 

people exalt him unto all the ages! 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

The most pure Temple is destroyed, but raises 

up with him the fallen tabernacle. The second 

Adam, dwelling in the highest heaven, has come 

down to the first Adam as far as the depths of 

Hades. Children bless him, priests praise him, 

and people exalt him unto all the ages! 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

Iniquitous Iscariot, forgetful of the law of 

friendship, hastened to the betrayal on the feet 

which Thou hadst washed. Eating Thy Bread, 

the divine Body, he lifted up his heel against 

Thee; for he knew not how to cry: O ye works of 

the Lord, praise ye the Lord and exalt Him 

above all forever. 

We bless the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  

The disciples were fainthearted, but Joseph of 

Arimathaea was the bravest, for seeing the God 

of all dead and naked, he asked for the body and 

buried him, crying: Children bless him, priests 

praise him, and people exalt him unto all the 

ages! 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

O strange wonders! O divine goodness! O 

inexpressible long-suffering! God who dwells in 



 

 

the highest heaven is willingly sealed beneath 

the earth, and is falsely accused as a deceiver. 

Children bless him, priests praise him, and 

people exalt him unto all the ages! 

We praise, we bless, and we worship the 

Lord. 

Katavasia: O heavens, be appalled! Be 

astonished! Let the foundations of the earth be 

shaken. For he who dwells on high is reckoned 

among the dead, lodging as a stranger in a 

narrow tomb. Children bless him, priests praise 

him, and people exalt him unto all the ages! 

ODE IX 

Irmos: O Mother, weep not for me, beholding 

me in the tomb, the Son whom thou conceived 

without seed in thy womb. For I will rise and 

will be glorified, and as God I will continually 

exalt in everlasting glory those who magnify 

thee with faith and love.. 

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee 

O Son without beginning, at thy strange birth I 

was blessed in a manner transcending all 

nature, for I was spared all the travail of 

childbirth. But now, seeing thee, my God, a 

lifeless corpse, I am attacked by the sword of 

bitter sorrow. But arise, that I may be 

magnified. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

O Mother, the earth covers me willingly, but the 

gate-keepers of Hades tremble with fear as they 

see me, clothed in the blood-stained garment of 

punishment, for on the Cross as God I have 

struck down my enemies, and I will rise and 

magnify thee. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

Let creation rejoice exceedingly, let all Children 

of Adam be glad, for Hades, the enemy, has 

been stripped of its power. O women, come to 

meet me with ointment, for I am delivering 

Adam and Eve with the whole human race, and 

on the third day I will rise. 

Katavasia: O Mother, weep not for me, 

beholding me in the tomb, the Son whom thou 

conceived without seed in thy womb. For I will 

rise and will be glorified, and as God I will 

continually exalt in everlasting glory those who 

magnify thee with faith and love. 

Prostration to the ground. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (12 times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Choir: Amen. 

LAMENTATIONS 

FIRST STASIS - TONE V 

1. In a grave they laid thee, O my Life and my 

Christ: and the armies of the angels were so 

amazed as they sang the praise of thy 

submissive love.  

2. O my sweet Lord Jesus, my salvation and my 

light, how art thou now by a grave and its 

darkness hid? How unspeakable the mystry of 

thy love? 

3. Gone the light the world knew, gone the light 

that was mine; O my Jesus who art all of the 

heart’s desire. So the virgin spoke lamenting at 

thy grave. 

4. Who will give me water, for the tears I must 

weep. So the maiden wed to God cried with 

loud lament, that for my sweet Jesus I may 

rightly mourn.  



 

 

5. All we call thee blessed, Theotokos most pure 

and with faithful hearts we honor the burial, 

suffered three days by thy Son who is our God. 

6. How O Life canst thou die? In a grave, how 

canst thou dwell? For the proud domain of 

death thou destroyest now; and the dead of 

Hades thou makest to rise. 

7. Now we magnify thee, O Lord Jesus our King, 

and we venerate thy passion and burial: for 

there with hast thou delivered us from Death. 

8. Earth, her bounds thou gavest: yet how small 

is the tomb where, O Jesus, King of all, thou 

dost dwell today, who dost call the dead to leave 

their graves and rise. 

9. O my dear Christ Jesus, King and Ruler of all, 

why to them that dwelt in Hades didst thou 

descend? Was it not to set the race of mortals 

free?  

10. Lo, the Son, the ruler of creation, is dead, 

buried in a tomb never used before, he who has 

emptied all the graves of their dead. 

11. In a grave they laid thee O my Life and my 

Christ: yet the lord of death hast thou by death 

destroyed, and the world of thee does drink rich 

streams of life. 

12. Lo, how fair his beauty! Never man was so 

fair; but how strangely now has death changed 

that face we knew, though all nature all her 

beauty to him owes. 

13. O my sweet Lord Jesus, my Salvation, my 

Light: how art thou now by a grave and its 

darkness hid? How unspeakable the mystery of 

thy love. 

14. Lo, how strange these wonders, deeds 

amazing and new: for the Giver of my life is 

borne lifeless forth by the hands of weeping 

Joseph to his rest.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

15. O Word of God, we praise thee, the Lord of 

all the world, with thy Father and thy Holy 

Spirit, and we glorify thy burial. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

16. We bless thee, O most pure Theotokos, and 

in faith we honor the three-day burial of thy 

Son, our God. 

17. In a grave they laid thee, O my Life and my 

Christ: and the armies of the angels were so 

amazed as they sang the praise of thy 

submissive love. 

 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (twelve times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. Amen. 

SECOND STASIS 

FIFTH TONE 

1. Right is it in deed, Life-Bestowing Lord to 

magnify thee: For upon the cross were thy 

hands out stretched, and the strength of our 

dread foe hast thou destroyed. 

2. Right is it indeed, Maker of all things to 

magnify thee: for by thy dear passion have we 

attained victory o’er the flesh and been rescued 

from decay. 

3. Earth with trembling shook, and the sun 

concealed his face with darkness; for the light 

unwaning that shines from thee, with thy body 

sank to darkness and the grave. 

4. That I may renew man’s lost nature now 

from beauty fallen, gladly in my flesh I take 



 

 

death on me: wherefore, mother, slay me not 

with bitter tears. 

5. I am rent with grief, and my heart with woe 

is crushed and broken as I see them slay thee 

with doom unjust: so bewailing him his grieving 

mother cried. 

6. Ah, those eyes so sweet and thy lips, O 

Word, how shall I close them? How shall I the 

dues of death to thee pay? So cried Joseph as he 

shook with holy fear. 

7. Dirges at the tomb, goodly Joseph with 

Nicodemus sing bringing praise to Christ who 

by men was slain; and in song with them are 

joined the Seraphim. 

8. Stone that man has wrought now conceals 

the Corner Stone of promise; mortal man would 

hide his God in a grave as if God were mortal: 

shake with fear, O earth. 

9. O my Son, behold thy beloved disciple and 

thy brother, and thy voice so sweet, let us hear 

again: so with plenteous tears his maiden 

mother cried. 

10. Work of God, Beauty nor charm was thine 

when thou didst suffer; but thy risen glory 

poured down its light, shedding beauty on all 

men with rays divine. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

11. O Eternal God, and Word co-eternal with 

him and the Spirit, confirm our leader’s scetper 

against his enemies, for thou art rigtheous.  

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

12. O pure and undefiled, who dist give birth to 

Life, end the dissensions of the Church and 

crown her with peace, for thou art righteous. 

13. Right is it in deed, Life-Bestowing Lord, to 

magnify thee: For upon the cross were thy 

hands out stretched, and the strength of our 

dread foe hast thou destroyed. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (twelve times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. Amen. 

 

THIRD STASIS 

THIRD TONE 

1. Every generation to thy grave comes 

bringing, dear Christ, its dirge of praises.  

2. From thy cross he brought thee, that 

Arimathaean, and in thy grave he laid thee. 

3. Women bringing spices, came with loving 

forethought, thy due of myrrh to give thee.  

4. Come, all things created, let us sing a dirge 

Hymn to honour our Creator. 

5. Him as dead though living, let us like the 

women, in love anoint with spices. 

6. Greatly blessed Joseph buries now the body 

of Christ the Life-Bestower.  

7. Those he fed with manna lifted heels of 

spurning against their Benefactor. 

8. Ah, those minds so foolish, hearts so Christ 

destroying, of them that slew the prophets. 

9. Taught the inner mystries, he like a 

mindless servant betrayed the Well of Wisdom.  

10. He that sold his Saviour, sold himself as 

captive, that crafty traitor Judas. 

11. Myrrh the women sprinkled bringing stored 

spices to grave your tomb ere dawning. 



 

 

12. The ointment-bearing women to thy tomb 

did come, pouring out their ointment at early 

dawn. (Three times) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

13. O my God, the Trinity, the Father, Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, have mercy upon the world.  

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

14. Prepare thy servants, O chaste Virgin, to 

behold the Ressurection of thy Son. Every 

generation to thy grave comes bringing, dear 

Christ, its dirge of praises. 

EVLOGETARIA  

Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me Thy statutes. 

The company of the angels was amazed when 

they beheld Thee numbered among the dead; 

yet Thyself, O Savior, destroyed the power of 

death, and with Thee raising up Adam, and 

releasing all men from Hell. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 

Wherefore, O women disciples, do ye mingle 

sweet-smelling spices with your tears of pity? 

The radiant angel within the sepulcher cried 

unto the myrrh-bearing women: Behold the 

grave and understand, for the Savior is risen 

from the tomb. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 

Very early in the morning did the myrrh-

bearing women run lamenting unto Thy tomb, 

but an angel came toward them, saying: The 

time for lamentation is passed; weep not, but 

announce unto the Apostles the Resurrection. 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy statutes. 

The myrrh-bearing women mourned as bearing 

spices they drew near Thy tomb, O Savior, but 

the angel spake unto them saying: Why number 

ye the living among the dead? In that He is God, 

He is risen from the grave! 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit. 

We adore the Father, as also the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit: the Holy Trinity, one in essence, 

crying with the Seraphim: Holy, holy, holy art 

Thou, O Lord! 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. 

Amen. 

In that Thou didst bear the Giver of Life, O 

Virgin, Thou didst redeem Adam from sin, and 

didst give to Eve joy in place of sadness, and He 

Who was incarnate of Thee, both God and man, 

hath restored to life those who had fallen 

therefrom. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to Thee, O 

God. (THRICE) 

Lord, have mercy. (THRICE) 

O our God and our hope, Glory to Thee! 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (40 times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Choir: Amen. 

People: Holy is the Lord our God.  

Holy is the Lord our God.  

Holy is the Lord our God. 

Exalt ye the Lord our God, and worship at His 

footstool: for He is holy. 

AINOI (PRAISES) IN TONE TWO 

Choir: Let everything that hath breath, praise 

the Lord. Praise ye the Lord from the heavens: 



 

 

praise Him in the heights. To Thee, O God, is 

due our song. 

Praise ye Him, all His angels: praise ye Him, all 

His hosts. To Thee, O God, is due our song. 

FOR GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY  

in Tone II 

Praise Him for His mighty acts: praise Him 

according to His excellent greatness. 

Today a tomb holds him who holds the creation 

in the palm of his hand; a stone covers him who 

covered the heavens with his power. Life sleeps, 

and Hades trembles, and Adam is set free from 

his prison. Glory to thy dispensation through 

which thou hast fulfilled all things granting us 

the eternal Sabbath day’s rest, thy most holy 

Resurrection from the dead. 

Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet. Praise 

Him with the psaltery and harp. 

What is this sight we see? What is this present 

rest? When the King of the ages, through his 

Passion, fulfilled the plan of salvation, he 

observes the Sabbath in the tomb, granting us a 

new Sabbath. To him let us cry aloud: “Rise up, 

O Lord, judge the earth,”53 for immeasurable is 

thy great mercy and thou reignest forever. 

Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; praise 

Him with stringed instruments and organs. 

Come, let us see our Life laid in the tomb, that 

he might give life to those who lie dead in their 

tombs. Come, let us look today on the Son of 

Judah as he sleeps, and let us cry aloud to him, 

with the voice of the prophet: Thou hast laid 

down; thou hast slept as a lion; who dares 

awaken thee, O King?.54 But of thine own free 

will thou risest up, O Lord, who by an act of free 

will gavest thyself for us. Glory to thee. 

Tone VI 

Praise Him upon the loud cymbals: praise Him 

upon the high-sounding cymbals. Let everything 

that hath breath praise the Lord. 

Joseph sought the body of Jesus, and he laid it in 

his own new tomb: for it was essential that the 

Lord should come forth from the grave as from 

a bridal chamber. Glory to thee, for thou hast 

destroyed the dominion of death and opened to 

mankind the gates of Paradise. 

THE DOXASTICON FOR GREAT AND HOLY 

SATURDAY IN TONE VI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit.  

Great Moses mystically prefigured this present 

day saying: So God blessed the seventh day, and 

hallowed it. For this is the blessed Sabbath, the 

day of rest, on which the only-begotten Son of 

God rested from all his works. Through the 

dispensation of death, he observed the Sabbath 

in the flesh. Through his resurrection, he 

returned to what he was, and in his goodness 

and love for mankind bestowed upon us eternal 

life. 

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of 

ages. Amen. 

Thou art most blessed, O virgin Theotokos, for 

through him who became incarnate of thee, 

Hades has been subdued; Adam restored to life, 

and the curse was abolished. Eve was set free; 

death was put to death, and we were made alive: 

Wherefore, we sing praises crying aloud: 

Blessed thou art, O Christ our God, who is thus 

pleased, glory to thee. 

+ To Thee belongeth glory, O Christ our God, 

and unto Thee do we ascribe glory: to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 



 

 

THE GREAT DOXOLOGY 

+ Glory to Thee, Who hast shown us the Light; 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

good will among men. 

+ We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship 

Thee, we glorify Thee; we give thanks unto Thee 

for Thy great glory. 

+ O Lord, heavenly King, God the Father 

Almighty; O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ; and the Holy Spirit. 

+ O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

Who takest away the sin of the world, have 

mercy on us; O Thou Who takest away the sins 

of the world. 

+ Receive our prayer, O Thou Who sittest at the 

right hand of the Father, and have mercy on us. 

+ For Thou only art holy, Thou only art the 

Lord, O Jesus Christ, to the Glory of God the 

Father. Amen. 

+ Every day will I bless Thee, and I will praise 

Thy Name forever; yea, forever and ever. 

+ Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day 

without sin. 

+ Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our Fathers, 

and praised and glorified be Thy Name forever. 

Amen. 

+ Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we do 

put our hope in Thee. 

+ Blessed art Thou, O Lord: teach me Thy 

statutes. (THRICE) 

+ Lord, Thou hast been our refuge in all 

generations. I said: Be merciful unto me; heal 

my soul, for I have sinned against Thee. 

+ Lord, I have fled unto Thee: teach me to do 

Thy will, for Thou art my God. 

+ For with Thee is the fountain of life: in Thy 

light shall we see light. 

+ O continue Thy loving-kindness unto them 

that know Thee. 

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 

mercy on us. (THRICE) 

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 

Holy Spirit: 

+ Both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 

Amen. 

+ Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. 

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 

mercy on us. 

 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 

mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, 

cleanse us from our sins. O Master, pardon our 

transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 

infirmities, for Thy names sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. 



 

 

Choir: Amen. 

TROPARION in Tone V 

When he saw that the sun had hidden its rays 

and that the curtain of the temple was torn at 

the death of the Savior, Joseph went to Pilate, 

pleaded with him, and cried aloud: 

Give me that stranger, who since his youth had 

wondered as a stranger. Give me that stranger, 

murdered in hatred by his own people as a 

stranger. Give me that stranger, at whom I 

wonder, seeing him as a guest of death. Give me 

that stranger, who knows how to take in the 

poor and the strangers. Give me that stranger, 

estranged from the world in envy by the Jews. 

Give me that stranger, that I may bury him in a 

tomb, who being a stranger has no place to lay 

his head. 

Give me that stranger whom his mother saw 

hanging on the Cross and cried: My Child, my 

bowels are wounded, and my own heart is 

pierced,56 as I see thee dead, yet trusting in thy 

Resurrection, I magnify thee. 

In such words, the honorable Joseph pleaded 

with Pilate. He took the Savior’s body, and in 

awe, wrapped it in linen and ointment. In a 

tomb he placed thee, O Giver of eternal life and 

the great mercy. 

TROPARION OF THE RESURRECTION 

TONE II 

When thou, O immortal life, went down to 

death, thou didst destroy death by the dazzling 

of thy Divinity. And when thou didst raise the 

dead from the underworld, all the powers of 

heaven cried aloud: O Christ our God, Giver of 

life, Glory to thee. 

The noble Joseph, when he had taken down 

thine immaculate body from the tree, wrapped 

it in pure linen and spices and sorrowing placed 

it in a new tomb.57 

The angel stood by the tomb and cried aloud to 

the ointment-bearing women: Myrrh is proper 

for the dead, but Christ has shown himself a 

stranger to corruption. 

THE PROPHECY PROKEIMENON: (PSALMS 

44:26) 

READER: Arise for our help, and redeem us for 

thy mercies’ sake. 

Verse: O God, we have heard with our hearts.  

THE PROPHECY 

Leader: The Reading from THE PROPHECY of 

EZEKIEL 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me and 

brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of the valley; it was full 

of human bones. Then he led me all around 

them; behold, there were very many in the open 

valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 

“Son of man, can these bones live?” I answered, 

“O Lord God, thou knowest.” Again he said to 

me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, 

‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! Thus 

says the Lord God to these bones: Surely I will 

cause breath to enter into you, and you will live. 

I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon 

you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; 

and you will live.’ Then you shall know that I 

am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been 

commanded; as I prophesied, there was a noise, 

and suddenly rattling; and the bones came 

together, bone to its bone. Indeed, as I looked, 

the sinews and the flesh came upon them, and 

the skin covered them over; but there was no 

breath in them. Also he said to me, “Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to the 

breath, ‘Thus says the Lord God: Come from the 



 

 

four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 

slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath came into them, 

and they lived and stood upon their feet, a vast 

multitude.Then he said to me, “Son of man, 

these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we 

ourselves are cut off!’ Therefore prophesy and 

say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God: Behold, O 

my people, I will open your graves and cause 

you to come up from your graves, and bring you 

back to the land of Israel. Then you will know 

that I am the Lord, when I open thy graves, O 

my people, and bring you up from your graves. I 

will put my Spirit in you, and you will live, and I 

will place you in your own land. Then you will 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, 

says the Lord.’” 

THE FIRST EPISTLE 

READER: Arise, O Lord my God; Lift up thy 

hand. I will give thanks to thee, O Lord, with 

my whole heart.  

READER: The reading from the first Epistle of 

St. Paul to the Corinthians.  

Leader: The Reading from the FIRST EPISTLE of 

ST. PAUL TO THE Corinthians 5:6-8 

Brethren, do you not know that a little yeast 

leavens the whole batch of dough? Therefore, 

clean out the old yeast that you may be a new 

batch because you truly are unleavened. For 

indeed Christ, our Paschal lamb, has been 

sacrificed for us. Therefore, let us celebrate the 

feast, not with old yeast, nor with the yeast of 

malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth. 

THE SECOND EPISTLE 

Leader: The Reading from the EPISTLE of ST. 

PAUL TO THE Galatians 3:13-14 

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the 

law, by becoming a curse for us--for it is 

written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a 

tree”--in order that in Christ Jesus, the blessing 

of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, so 

that we might receive the promise of the Spirit 

through faith. 

THE GOSPEL 

Leader: The Reading from the Holy Gospel 

according to St. Matthew 27:62-66 

On the next day, that is after the Day of 

Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees 

gathered before Pilate and said, “Sir, we 

remember how that imposter said while he was 

still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore 

order the sepulcher to be made secure until the 

third day, lest his disciples go by night and steal 

him away, and tell the people, ‘He has risen 

from the dead.’ and the last fraud will be worse 

than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a 

guard; go, make it as secure as you can.” So they 

went and made the sepulcher secure by sealing 

the stone and setting a guard. 

Reader: It is good to give praise unto the Lord, 

and to chant unto Thy name, O Most High, to 

proclaim in the morning Thy mercy, and Thy 

truth by night. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without 

sin. Blessed art thou, O Lord, God of our 

fathers! Praised and glorified is thy name 

forever, Amen. Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon 

us, even as we have set our hope in thee. Blessed 

art thou, O Lord, teach me thy statutes. Blessed 

art thou, O Master, make me to understand thy 

statutes. Blessed art thou, O holy One; 

enlighten me with thy statutes. Thy mercy, O 

Lord, endures forever.  O despise not the works 

of thy hands. To thee belongs praise, to thee 

belongs honor, to thee belongth glory, to the 



 

 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

now and ever, and unto ages of ages, Amen. 

THE TRISAGION PRAYERS 

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have 

mercy on us. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

O most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, 

cleanse us from our sins. O Master, pardon our 

transgressions. O Holy One, visit and heal our 

infirmities, for Thy names sake. 

Lord, have mercy. (Thrice) 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be 

Thy Name. Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us, and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. 

Choir: Amen. 

Choir: Lord, have mercy. (40 times) 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us. 

Choir: Amen. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; both now and ever, and unto 

ages of ages. Amen. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, and beyond 

compare more glorious than the Seraphim; who 

without corruption gavest birth to God the 

Word, the true Theotokos, thee do we magnify. 

In the name of the Lord, Lord bless. 

Reader: Amen. O Heavenly King, strengthen 

Orthodox Christians, establish the Faith, 

subdue the nations, give peace to the world, 

keep well this city (or habitation, or town); 

settle our departed fathers and brethren in the 

tabernacles of the righteous, and receive us in 

penitence and confession, for Thou art good 

and the Lover of mankind. 

Leader: Through the prayers of our Holy 

Fathers, Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy 

upon us and save us.  

Choir: Amen. 

 


